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Maleeya Gutc, 3, of Yale and Ware were among

the 235 children in 36 counties adopted Tuesday.

"It's a very happy day," said Seely, who cared for
her granddaughter since her mother's
guardianship rights were suspended four years
ago. "Now she'll be able to see her mom."

Each year since it began in 2003, anywhere from
6 to 16 county families have legalized their
adoptions on National Adoption Day. There have
been 113 adoptions in St. Clair County in 2006,
which is consistent with past years, said Pamela
May, adoption case worker for the 31st District
Court.

In counties across the state, politicians, judges
and agency representatives congratulated the
families. The hearings, normally closed to the

public, are open to visitors to promote awareness

of adoption, said Marcia McBrien, public
information officer of the Michigan Supreme
Court.

Michigan has organized more National Adoption
Day events each year than any other state since
the day was created four years ago.

"There's this idea that people need to go out of

the state or out of the country to adopt a child, and

that's not true," McBrien said. "There are many
children in Michigan looking for homes."

Cindy Mey, adoption supervisor in the St. Clair
County Department of Human Services, said the
greatest needs are among teenagers and
minorities.

"There are many who need families, especially

older children and children of color," she said.

There are about 114,000 children in the U.S. foster-care system waiting to be
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FAMILY: George Spranger, 15 months, poses for a photo on
National Adoption Day with his parents, Sarah and Marle
Spranger of Clyde Township.
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adopted, according to the National Adoption Day Coalition. There are 4,500
Michigan children who are seeking to adopt.

m Contact Nicole Gerring at (810) 989-6270 or ngerring@ gannett.com.
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